
Mont Vernon Library Building Committee Minutes
October 12, 2022

I. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Name Role Present

Charlie York Member

Bill McKinney Member NA

Christine Hamilton Member NA

Cindy Raspiller Advisor – Library Trustee

John Quinlan Advisor – Selectmen

Anne Dodd Advisor – Daland Trustee

Jill Weber Advisor – Daland Trustee

Peter King Guest – Daland Trustee

Jane King Guest – Library Trustee

Spencer Lovette Guest – Mont Vernon Library Charitable
Foundation (MVLCF)

II. Public Comment

● Lovette is visiting on behalf of MVLCF.  He is currently working on
required exhibits for the $655K National Endowment for the
Humanities Infrastructure Challenge Grant awarded to the project
in April.  The current task involves environmental and cultural
approvals for all site work.  NEH has concluded that although the
road and parking lot work are out of scope for the grant itself, they
should be included in these reviews since they ultimately support
the project.  Lovette is concerned that he may not be aware of any
modifications made since the schematic design work was  shared
with NEH during the application process. There were minor tweaks
made in the last year to move the sidewalk to the west side of the
road.  There was discussion about whether to push back on the
request, but the conclusion was that the information they require is
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readily available and there isn’t any good reason not to supply it.
Quinlan will supply Lovette with the RFP documents detailing these
changes.

III. Planning Board Follow-up Update – John Quinlan

● The Planning Board met on 10/11/2022.  Quinlan presented the
question DSK received from the Mont Vernon Building Inspector
after his review of the design documents related to the potential
applicability of the new 2022 Wetlands Ordinance adopted by the
voters at the 2022 Town Meeting.  The Planning Board did not
respond to whether the existing permits “grandfather” the project
under the ordinance that was in effect in 2019 when the
applications were filed.  Rather, they concluded that the ordinance
is not applicable to a municipal project since Mont Vernon has no
requirements that the town follow local ordinances.  Quinlan
confirmed that the decision will be reflected in the meeting
minutes.  Bill McKinney was also present at the Planning Board
meeting.

● Quinlan also updated the group on the work that Meridian is doing
to provide an engineering opinion on the site selection and sight
lines on both Grand Hill Road and Weston Hill Road.

IV. Follow-up Discussion on DSK 10/05/2022 Review – All

● Raspiller commented that the meeting went well and there was a
lot of valuable discussion about the design.

● Dodd commented that attending via Zoom worked well.

● York commented on DSK’s thoroughness and responsiveness.

● One key discussion was about specifying that the low-voltage
power necessary to run any needed remote operated shades be
included in the construction documents but that the shades
themselves be deferred until after construction.  Ambient light
models show that, based on the placement of the building on the
site, the elevation of the windows and the overhangs above the
clearstory windows, very few of the windows are likely to require
shades to prevent glare.  Running the power makes sense because

2



Mont Vernon Library Building Committee Minutes
October 12, 2022

it would be a very expensive retrofit but waiting to verify which
windows may need remote shades will save thousands of dollars.

V. DSK/library Staff Meeting 10/11/22 – Bonnie Angulas

● Angulas gave an overview of the meeting that DSK held with the
library staff on 10/11/2022 to review interior selections.  DSK
presented “high”, “low”, and “medium” options for finishes but
focused on the low options given our budget constraints.  She
shared several visuals that were left behind during the meeting.
These had been updated based on the feedback during last
week’s meetings to show darker wood tones in the adult areas.
Angulas was very pleased with the meeting.  In addition to the
visuals, DSK also brought samples of many of the materials under
consideration.  DSK has a new interiors person working on the
project.  She was very quiet in the prior meeting but led the Tuesday
meeting in MV.  Holding the meeting in MV allowed her to
experience the current space and better understand some of the
choices that have been made to maintain a connection to the feel
of the existing building.  She has come up to speed quickly, so the
project hasn’t lost any momentum because of the change in
personnel.  Quinlan asked about the library staff response to the
meeting.  Angulas responded that the staff was very pleased with
the opportunity to provide input and very impressed with how
attentive DSK was and has been to their input. Angulas indicated
that the design changes made to address roofline concerns and to
reduce project cost have had the most impact on the Children’s
Room, but progress was made in making the necessary selections.
None of the decisions made to date are final.

VI. Review Erin Cusker’s 10/12/2022 email

● Develop overall timeline meshing DSK dates, RFP dates and Town
Meeting related dates. Action Raspiller/Quinlan – Circulate before
next meeting

● Develop a candidate list of CM firms we intend to send bids to.  This
will include those solicited last year.  All participants to suggest
additional candidate firms for review at the next meeting on 10/19.
Dodd suggested that Angulas share the list of firms involved in
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recent NH library projects. Action All – Due NLT next meeting via
group email

● We should plan to Initiate contact with CMs once the list is finalized
to give them a heads up on the timeline.  This will follow next week’s
meeting.

● Develop draft RFP document - See last year’s RFP as a potential
basis.  Angulas mentioned that DSK suggested reading it carefully to
be sure the language is clear.  Her concern arose from the fact that
one firm did not bid the excavation portion of the work. Action
York/Hamilton/McKinney Review prior to next meeting - Potential
Working Session prior to or at next week’s meeting to finalize draft
for DSK input.

● Develop response format to simplify bid review. Action
York/Hamilton/McKinney – Share any samples prior to next meeting

● Electric Radiant System for Children’s Room – Raspiller explained
that DSK has identified an electric radiant floor heating system for
the Children’s Room, based on concerns raised at last week’s
meeting.  Because the system would be embedded in the concrete
slab below the rubber flooring, it would be very difficult/expensive
to repair/replace in the event that it eventually fails.  This may be
less of a concern if the radiant floor heating is only supplemental
comfort heat rather than the primary heat source for the area.  DSK
is suggesting possibly bidding this system and an add-on option, so
that the full cost is understood.  Dodd agreed to review the
suggested system prior to the next meeting. Action Dodd – Review
prior to next meeting.

● Sprinkler System – Raspiller reminded the group that although a
sprinkler system is clearly not required by code, the Fire Chief had
asked the group to consider installing one.  This does not impact the
current design package as the sprinkler system design would not
typically be done by the architect.  Dodd noted that this work is
usually done as a Design/Build project.  If the group does decide to
pursue a sprinkler system, it could be included as a separate RFP
and potentially be addressed as a separate Warrant Article if the
library project is successful to see if the residents are willing to
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support the additional cost required to install the system.  The group
also discussed the ongoing expense to maintain the system since
there are numerous regulatory requirements related to properly
maintaining sprinkler systems.  Dodd mentioned that the fire pump
would require a separate building with heat and electricity.  No
other building in town has a sprinkler system.  Dodd reminded the
group that the primary function of a sprinkler system is to assure life
safety.  She has no concerns about life safety in the new library
given the large number of exits.  Dodd suggested calling the
insurance company to understand the difference in insurance rate
with and without a sprinkler system.  Dodd noted there was similar
discussion about adding sprinklers to the Mont Vernon Village
School when one of the additions was put on.  In that case it was
presented to the voters as a separate Warrant Article.  The Article
failed.  A final decision will be made at the next meeting. Action
Quinlan - Call Primex to request cost info – Due next meeting

● Memo from Inspector and Fire Chief - The group reviewed the draft
DSK response at the close of the meeting to develop comments.
See attached.
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VII. Other Items

● The group discussed how to better understand the financial impact
of the project and agreed that it is important to find someone who
understands the bonding process and how to properly calculate
the tax impacts.  Bill McKinney may be able to fulfill this role.

VIII. Approve Minutes - 09/28/2022

● Deferred to 10/19/2022 – No quorum of voting members

IX. Future Meeting Schedule

● DSK Review – October 26th 3-5 pm

● Local Meetings – 10/19/2022 at the library 7-9 pm

X. Agenda Items for Next Meeting

● Sprinkler system decision 

XI. Meeting Adjourned @ 8:06
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